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Korea has shown that the inequality in health has become widening since economic crisis in 1998. We have shown that the social differences in birth weight were increasing in order 1995 to 2001. Especially, this increase in variation in birthweight by social class was notable after economic crisis, 1997. We have many evidences about wideing inequalities in health since economic crisis in Korea. 

Evidence 1: 

We investigated the effect of parents' social class on birthweight in Korea during the period of transition to a market economy. All births resulting from pregnacies reported in 1995-2001 (n=4,298,374) were studied with respect to social variation in birth weight. The results were adjusted for maternal age, parity, education (mother, father), gestational age, total births, the dead births among total births, the number of births in one delivary. 

Between 1995 and 2001, mean birth weight was 3251g and low birth rate was 4.08%. Maternal education, faternal education, parents' occupation, the number of birth in one delivary, total births, gestational age, and the number of deaths among total births were all independently related to the birthweight. Parents with lower education showed higher abnormal birthweight rates compared with parents with university level of education (OR: 1.43 for mother and 1.22 for father). Especially, mother's education showed stronger relationship with birthweight than fathers' education. The differences in birthweight by parents' social class, especially parents' educational level became stronger between 1995 and 2001. 

Other evidences:

In many industries, the work has been intensified especially after economic crisis. At the beginning of the attempt to introduce the Japanese model, between 1992 and 1995 in most automobile factories, speed-up was the main driving force of increased work intensity in all departments. After speeding-up to 60 JPH, which seems to be some sort of physical limit, employers have sought to improve productivity through employing fewer workers. There has been a massive reduction in the number of workers since 1997, economic crisis. This intensified work results in sharp increase of musculoskeletal disease in Korea. Another big situation is increasing irregular workers and unemployed people. This contribute the widening gap of inequalities in Health as well. 

What are we doing and what should we do now? 
The widening inequalities in health is strongly related to the trend of worsing of working environment since economic crisis. Therefore, the solution about widening gap of inequalities in health will be solved with workers’ power as well as people’s power. The workers, unemployed army should be together to fight against inequalities in health.  

Korean workers have had some experience workers’ s struggle against intensified work in several factories, Daewoo ship-building factories, Kia car factories as well as several metal processing factories. In Daewoo ship-building factories, the workers in the labour union who had fought against work intensity has to been jailed during 2000-2002. However, due to their sacriface, in the several factories such as Dowon factory, the workers have won their control over the work process in the end of 2002. The numbers of workers has been recruited and the working hours has been reduced due to workers’ power in this factory.

The workers are still fighting against intensified work. We think that the only solution to against intensified work is to make a workers’ solidarity. Only workers’ power can get rid of the intensified work. We are working with workers to supporting them to make a workers’ solidarity and to abolish intensified work. We have strongly felt that the international network is needed for workers’ struggle against intensified work as well as alienated labour around the world in the ear of globalisation of capitalism. Lets’ make a international network for emansification of labour!! 

PAGE  
2

