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Likelihood/severity Almost certain

(5)

Catastrophic (5)

Major (4)

Moderate (3)

Minor (2) 10
Insignificant (1) 5

Moderate Unlikely
3) )

Priority areas of action can also be determined by evaluating particular hazards at the workplace
against the following priority action table set out below. Two questions need to be considered for each
hazard: “How often is a person exposed to the hazard?” and “What is the likely outcome?” In the
following table, the likelihood of an event occurring is expressed as daily, weekly, monthly or rarely,
while the severity of consequences varies from the most severe (death or permanent disability) to the
least severe (minor injury requiring only first aid). The areas on the matrix with the darkest shading

represent the highest priorities for action.
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